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N'ARCHITETTURA 1C0O-

NICA FA DA CORNICE

A QUESTA PRESTIGIO-

SA RESIDENZA londine-
s¢, &l sedicenma e diciassettesimo prano di una
delle quattro tom — sfaccettate come un dis-
mante — dellarea denominata Neo Bankside.
Si trawa i uno det progetes di punta della capi-
tale britanmica, firmato dal celebre studio Ro-
gees Stirk Harbour + Partners, gid autore s
monumenti della modemita come il Centre
Pasngados, 1l Milleanivm Dome ¢ il Terminal
4 dell'seroporto di Heathrow. Intomo, come
pezet i una scacchivra pregata, la Tae Mo-
dem, 1l Globe Theatre, Ia Hayward Gallery e,
poco pin in 13, Naveeninsnco Shard di Renso
Piano. Una location strepitosa, dunque, sulla
niva sud del Tamigt, le cn stmatture portans so-
1o sorette esiemamente da un poderusa ab-
braccio di reti d’seciaio, nonché dotata di nu
mernse aree aperte sul panorama droostante,
parefi 3 vetro ¢ grardm d'mvemo sospesi
leggere piattaforme, che sporgono verdeggiant
dalle costruzioa principali.

Lallure high-tech delledifico nchiedeva a
gran voue dh essere bilanciata da ambienti silas-
santi. La shida & stata accolta dallo Stodio Reed,
che ha firmato gl interni di quest®attico artico-
lato su due lvelli. «Cl elemenn esterni ded pa-
lazzo sfoderano un'sstetica ngorosa. E pos, a
questa altezza il gschio & di sennrsi csposti, po-
€0 protett. Boco spicgata la funzione siequihi-
brante di materiali caldi come 1l rame - prota-
gonista det muri a doppia altezza — assieme
alla petra naturale ¢ al cedro del Libano.
Cosi o spazio ha mantenuro | suo DNA da
loft metropolitano, diventando perd ospitale «

confortevales, spicga Jonathan Reed, laschiter-
10 & intenor designer anima dell‘atelics omom-
ey, che ha scelto Mearte Clure Maison per rac-
comntare questa sza wllima creazone, oltre alla
persnnale poctica in fatto i texture; «<Necessa-
riamente organiche. mordvde, sinuose, quan
semsualt, a compensare le linee severe della fac
ciatas, Lina scelta che toma anche nelle scultn
re in ceramica di Peter Lane ¢ Paul Phalp — fra
guinte scenografiche ¢ vas decorativi — e nelle
sospensioni "2 grappoln® Farming-Net di Nen-
o, in un dialogo aperto tra le forme.
Capacitd idestiva & spinto giocoso hanno
contribuito al risultato finale. Perchié al proget-
tista & stato chiesto mizialmente solo df imma-
gnare ka casa per il suo commitcate ideale, «1i
che mi ha concesso piena libertd damone, 1o
ipotizzato un amante del bello, desideroso di
esprimerc la sua personalitd/competenza, ma
all'imscgna dell'enderrtetoment. E, data Ia vici-
nanza della Tate Modemn, ho voluto concedere
ampio spaeio all’srte contemponanea, dissemi-
nando ovungue delle opere, conclude Reed.
La sintesi simbaotica tra amedarnento ed esprcs-
sione artistica s & perfezionata artraverso la
collaburarione con Studio Jobs — vedi Pestroso
tavolo bronzeo o [a lampada da terra del living
- ¢ con la Hamiltons Gallery, alla quale si de-
vono le tele esposte. Il risultato & una sinfonia
di sensaziom tattili od csaltazione delle super-
fics, lavorate arugianalmente. Tl rutto immerso
in una scala cromanica ds verdi ¢ grigl, intermot-
ta da guizzi di colore vive. In una nuova, mo-
derna delinizione di accoglienza domestica. m

Lensembe dr sospensioni
Farming Net di Nendo,
i Catrpemiers Workshap
Crallery, illusming lopera
Tunael, del fotagrafo
Darda Moriyama (tn
Primu peano): serigrafia

xu tela in cerie fimatata, da
Harreltons CGallery. § vasi
soma firvearti d Paal Phelp.
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ENGILISH TEXT
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surroundings, making them look aimers. The inttmate and
lived-in appearance is acdentuated hy the fimishes (ke the ox-
idinedd panehs chosen 1o “dress” the wall around the freplace)
and by the cedings, which were lowered and lacguered as
needed with & minor funsh. The home theatre boasts a vam
and utterly present look. «There [ chose 3 very intenue shade of
porple o augment the sense of theammeality. Ies use adds a
touch of glamous and brings a feeling of wonder, highlighting
the clasic walmut of the wallss, Felecticesm is expressed nut
only by the furnishings, mcudmy feminure speoally designed
by Silver, set amidst plenty of white (to flood even the small-
et rooma with light) bet also by the enveloping privacy of the
mast intimate corners. In the beautiful one locared in the liv
g rodmn, dour anachain upholstered in pony hde seem tu
converse amiably zud st with an ltahan vintage chandelier.
The nux of styles i @ recurrent theme here and penod refer-
ences seem porfectly stiuned ta contemporary elerments. Last-
Iy, there 1 the stistegie presence of are, which determenes the
vharacter of a place. «I am Jucky enough o travel the wordd
and during these long trps, which are a valuable source of n-
sprrticon fos wital [ do, T buy up artworks, Silver explams. =As
a rule, 1 like lasge works because they manage o light up the
vitality of a roon., making it unigue and surpnsing thmugh a
real “wow!” cilects. The huge photograph by Roherto Dutesco
- the TV arca - portraying a pair of bnrses 15 2 perfect exam-
ple. You look at it and sce nouthing else. @

74/83 THE QUEST FOR PERFECTION
A penthouse in {ondon with 4 vew of the “Ihames, where

every object 15 a masteipiece inspived by the nearhy Tate Modern

"Photvs Gignws Francheliveci/ Photofoyer - et Rita Ferrawts

An 1wconic work of architeceure serves 25 the backdrop for this
prestigious Londen home on the soecnth and seventeenth
floors of ane of the four towers - faceted like a dizmond - in
the area that has been dubbed NEO Bankside. This is one of
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the prime projects i the Baitish capatal, designed by the fa-
mous sludio of Rogers Stirk Hasbowr + Partners, whadh cocated
monentents of prodemnity sudh as the Centre Pompidou, the
Millenmua Donwe and Ternmuzl 4 at Heathrow Abrpote. Set
arownd i, like pleces e 2 przed desshoand, ane 1le Tate Mod-
e, the Globe Thestre, the Hayward Gallery ased, just a fistk
further over, Renzo Prano’s fetensie Shard. This fabalous lo-
cation s on the south bank of the Thames, and here (he bear-
ing structun ze supported on the extenior by the mughty cm-
brace of stee] grids. Ie also bozats numeTows areas opening 0o
the surrounding panorema, Aooe-toceling glazng and luxun-
ant winter gardens suspended an lighe platfurms that extend
from the main constructions. The hutlding’s high-tech afluse
called for ndaxang rooans to balance it This challenge was 2k-
ent up by Suedic Reed, whadh designed the mtenor of thas two-
floor penthuuse. <The bullding’s ourside elements display stark
aesthetios, Mureover, at (s height there s the sk of Feeling
expused and net very protected. This explains the balandng
functivn of wasm matemals like copper - a key player on the
domble-height walls - 2lung with natural stone and Lebanese
cexlar. The spuce has thus maintained its impnne as a metropel-
rtan foft, bet it has o weleomung and comfortable aie, explains
Junathan Reed, the architect and mtenor desigmer who o the
soal oof the stiadico bearinyg his name. And he chose Afarre Clare
Masan w flustrate s btest creation as well ax has personal
brrguage when it comes o texture: «Necesanly orgame, soft,
sanuesus ard almuost senseal, b offset the severe hines of the fa-
gades. This choice abio recurs in the ceramic sculptures by Pe-
ter Lane and Paul Philp - placed amidst theatmical sethings and
decorative vases — andd i the Farming-Net “cluster” suspen-
suns by Nendo, in an open dizlogue with forms. Inventive-
ness and 3 playfu! spint vonmbuted to the final resule. Since
the designer was mstially asked simply fo imagine the howse
fur his ideal customer, be suys: <That gave me full freedom of
actron. T protured someone who loves beaury, who wants to
express his or her personality and expernse, but with an eye to
uriderstatemment. Given the proximity of the Tate Modem, [
watrrbend 10 Jeave plesty of roum for contemporary art, scatter-
istg works everywhees, Reed concludes. The symbiosis be-
tween furnishings and antistic expression was  perfected
through the cotlaboration with Studio Job - note the fanciful
brosze teble and the foor lamp in the Iving room — and the
Hamibioms Gallery, the source of the canvases on display. The
outcome is a symphony of Lactle sensatinns andd the exalta-
tion of handorafied surfaces, Everything s nnmersed ioe shades
ol green and prey broken up by splashes of bright colouss, for
2 new and moders definition of domestic warmth. B
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Floor to ceiltng marble, icomc furniture, and a nestral
palesie. The (super designer Label) fook alf the rage ine *larwan
Phaso Hey Cheese - Tear Paolo Brambilla

Peace aud guset 15 the peak of luxury mn the frenenc and noisy
Luzhou district in Taipel <t is not surprising that our client, a
leading fimance managee, was Inokmg for an exclusive resi-
dence, but ahove all procected from the noise, where he could
move with his wife and two dhibdrens, cxplains Ferran Fang,
creztive director at Wei-¥i International Design Associares,
headquurtered 1 Tziwan's capital. The wdeal space was found
n 4 360 square metre, duplex zparrment, on the 10th floer of
2 tall building in the extremely busy Zhang Rong Streer, Once
the froat door is closed, the deafening sounds of the city mag-
scally disappear and the inviting space reveals an almaost zscet-
ic aunosphere thanks to the immaculate contemporary de-
sigat. Every aspect seems 10 have heen chosen to suffuse peace
and uanguillity. In the liviag room, the walls and floonng cre-
21 & continuum in puse white Carrare marble: a subliminal
invitation to induce peace of mind. The opetuess of the dou-
bie-licight Iving room, bathed in light, increases the soothing
atmuosphere. This 15 the arca where the family likes to relax and
spend ume together. <The lirge open spaces have 2 welcoming
effect and stimulate creativity, making sdeas Hows, says Fang,
The colour palette is fgosously eoherent focusing on the sol-
i vanguillity of neutral wones: hlack, white and grev 1m an
cndless range of shades, enssched by refined combinations of
conirsstny textures, Enbancing the sense of comfore ars the
cosy leather armchais by Aatonio Citterio for B&B Irafia, in a
warm camed beige. On the upper Aoor that overbooks the {iv-
ng room through a glass balusizade, wall coverings in rough
stone. vak wood and fabric suggest 2 sense ol harmeny with
the cirth and nature. If this were not the home of a young
couple. it could he mistaken for an ultramodem wonastery. In
this calin oasts, sheltered from overexposure o external sm-
uli, well-being alsa comes from visual pleasure. The minimal-

18t envirosument forms a setting for a selection of icome piec-
es: from Asise facobsen®s ultra-famous Fgg Chair to the elegant
Formuny lamp reisued by Pallucco in collabosation with Ru-
bells, «1 was given a free hand for the project designs, admirs
the interior designer. <My clicats made only oue single man-
datory reguest: a genkan room for removing shoes before en-
tenng the howse sccording o Asias tradinon. In 2 private par-
adise like this home, any refeeence to rushing crowds and
dusty streets would seem rather incongroouss. W

987107 SPECTACULAR LUXURY
{plemoross apartment fir an eAmerican VIP conple.

eA trnmspl of preciosity

Thaws Stepbarn fuiliard/ Tripad Agrecy

Text lan Chillips 2nd Crictioms Cea

He is the founder of a very successful business, Silicon Labs.
She = a well known CNN TV presenter. Nav Sooch and Whit-
ey Casey wanted a louse as ghitry as their caresrs. When they
saw the 360 square metre penthonse at the top of one of Aus-
tin's (Texas) tallest buildings, it was love at first sight, destined
to become their stan-up home of choice. <First of all we loved
tse downtown location, since we are botls onfirmed urban-
ites and the view over Lady Bird Lake, with the hills in e
badhgronnd. The sunsets bere are magnificents, Whitney sdds.
If the location seemed porfect mght from tlse stare, the interior
bt smuch to be desired: brand new but without character, with
endles white walls and concrete floors. Interior designer Kel-
ly Wearstler was respoasible for the mirscubous transforma-
tion from lacklustre o lusunows, from blasd o spectacular
To schieve rhis amazing result, she took advantage of e
cipht-metre height, inseriing lowered ceilings 1 creste dynam-
ic volumes while opening up the spaces 1 & maxmmum. The
wall between the sitting and dining areas was knocked down,
while the potential third bedroom was converted inte 2 home
theatse. Precrous materials were selected for the interior: perfo-

—
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